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A      CASE,  &c 


The  human  body  is  originally  ftampt  with  a  peculiar  conformation,  and 
alfo  impreffed  with  ftrong  propenfities  and  paffions,  principally  in  fubfervi- 
ence  to  thofe  two  grand  and  firft  laws  of  creation — Self-prefervation  and 
the  generation  of  the  fpecies ;  thefe  are  more  efpecially  diftinguifliable  in 
the  appetite  of  hunger,  and  the  mutual  attachment  of  the  fexes.  Thefe 
laws  are  not  only  univerfal,  but  are  alfo  of  a  minutely  extenfive  nature,  for 
they  pervade  the  whole  living  body,  fmce  in  every  part  it  is  endowed  with 
a  power  both  to  refift  and  to  regenerate.     The  fubjed:  of  the  prefent 
hiftory  is  an  obvious  illuftration  of  the  extent  of  this  principle ;  for  we  have 
not  merely  an  inflance  of  nature's  exertions  for  the  renewal  of  the  Ipecies, 
but  likewife,  on  being  countera6led,  new  refources  found  out  by  her,  to 
anfwer  the  fame  grand  defign  ;  and  we  can  venture  to  affirm,  that  no  fubje6t 
is  better  calculated  to  fhew  the  accommodating  powers  of  the  animal  machine, 
than  thefe  changes  which  take  place  in  the  parts  concerned  with  the  various 
inexplicable  procefTes  of  geftation.     For  when  we  confider,  that  the  ex- 
tremely fmall  dimenfions  of  the  uterine  cavity,  the  ftill  fmaller  capacities 
of  the  ovaria  and  fallopian  tubes,  being  capable  of  fo  great  an  expanfion  and 
dilatation,  as  to  admit  the  progreffive  evolutions  of  the  foetus,  from  its  atomic 
ftate  to  the  weight  of  feveral  pounds,  are  circumftances  of  equal  aftonifhment, 
yet,  beyond  difpute,  are  admitted  as  certain  and  neceffary  fa<fls  i  and  while 
thefe  leave  us  in  filent  admiration  at  the  ftupendous  efFe£l,  they  lead  us 
infenfibly  into  a  contemplation  of  the  great  Firft  Caufe,  whofe  incompre- 
henfible  power  and  wifdom,  prelide  univcrfally  over  creation. 
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The  veil  of  obfcurity  which  nature  has  fo  wifely  thrown  over  the  myfteri- 
ous  work  of  conception,  has,  at  various  periods,  been  productive  of  theories 
as  complicated,  fyftems  as  replete  with  intricacies,  as  the  operations  which 
they  were  intended  to  develop.  However  this  deficiency  of  knowledge  will 
appear,  if  not  unimportant,  at  leaft  not  greatly  to  be  regretted,  when, 
on  confideration,  it  is  found,  that,  unlefs  in  the  article  of  curiofity,  man- 
kind would  be  but  little  benefited,  and  difeafes  incident  to  them  would  receive, 
in  all  probability,  no  alleviation  were  we  in  pofleffion  of  the  fecret ;  for 
which  reafon  this  fubjedl  has  been  regarded  and  treated  more  as  an  abftrufe 
exerclfe  for  the  imagination,  affording  an  ample  field  for  fpeculative  and  con- 
troverfial  difputations,  than  an  ufeful  or  medical  enquiry. 

Nothing  can  give  a  ftronger  fpecimen  of  the  extraordinary  exertions, 
and  wonderful  refources  of  nature,  in  the  produflion  and  prefervation  of 
animals,  than  her  operations  in  the  occurrences  of  extra  uterine  impreg- 
nations. 

Thefe  extra  uterine  cafes  may  be  confidered  as  confining  of  two  kinds — ift, 
where  the  foetus  is  found  within  fome  part  of  the  genital  organs  j  adly, 
where  the  fituation  of  the  foetus  is  unconneded  with  them,  or  external, 
with  regard  to  the  organs  of  generation.  The  former  of  thefe  cafes,  it  is 
evident,  may  take  place  in  the  ovaria  and  fallopian  tubes ;  the  latter  in  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen.  But  thofe  which  happen  in  the  former  are  not  fo 
remarkable,  on  many  accounts,  as  thofe  in  the  latter  fituation ;  becaufe  the 
foetus  is  abundantly  fupplied  with  the  fame  blood-vefi!els  as  the  uterus,  and 
therefore  it  probably  only  requires  a  greater  enlargement  of  thefe  veffels 
already  exifling  to  effedl  a  communication;  but,  in  the  pure  ventral  concep- 
tion, parts  intended  for  different  purpofes  are  made  to  fupply  this. 
Fallopian  and  ovarian  cafes  only  fhew  that  parts  intended  for  the  purpofe 
can  perform  it,  but  ventral  demonflrate,  that  parts  formed  for  different 
ends,  will  alfo  fucceed. 

Although  it  is  generally  underftood  that  the  uterus  is  effentialiy  neceffary 
for  the  purpofes  of  conception,  yet  thefe  different  foetations  incline  us  to 
believe,  that  it  is  not  abfolutely  fo,  and  that  the  principal  or  only  advantages, 
which  that  organ  poifefies  over  other  living  parts,  are  derived  from  its  fitu- 
ation and  dilatable  powers,  and  from  its  being  poffeffed  of  a  mufcular  ftruc- 
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ture  with  an  external  opening;  the  former  being  admirably  calculated  for  the 
purpofes  of  growth  and  evolution,  without  any  interference  with  the  vital 
parts,  and  the  latter  for  the  prevention  of  hiemorrhages,  and  the  expulfion 
of  the  foetus. 

From  a  careful  perufal  and  examination  of  the  moll:  approved  authors  * 
upon  this  fubje61:,  it  appears  by  a  variety  of  examples  that  impregnations  in 
the  ovaria  and  fallopian  tubes  are  by  no  means  to  be  confidered  as  un- 
common -f. 

The 

*  Extra  uterine  fcetations  were  not  taken  notice  of  before  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century. 

f  Vide  The  Philofophical  Tranfa£lions  of  London.  An.  1683.  Vol.  xiii.  p.  285.  An.  1698. 
Vol.  xix.  p.  314,486,  and  580.  Vol.  xx.  p.  292.  Vol.  xxi.  p.  12;.  An.  1700.  Vol.  xxii. 
p.  1000.  An.  1704.  Vol.  xxiv.  p.  2077.  An.  1720.  Vol.  xxxi.  p.  126.  Vol.  xxxii.  p.  387. 
An.  1724.  Vol.  xxxlii.  p.  171.  An.  1727.  Vol.  xxxvi.  p.  485.  An.  1739.  Vol.  xli.  p.  697. 
An.  1744-  Vol.  xliii.  p.  304  and  529.  An.  1746.  Vol.  xliv.  p.  617.  An.  1748.  Vol.  xlv.  p.  izi 
and  131.    An.  1751.  Vol.  xlvii.  p.  92.    IVIifcellana.  Natural.  Curiofa;  An.  i.  Dec.  i.  p.  255. 

An.  2.  Dec.  11.  p.  478.    An.  4.  Dec.  i.  p.  76.   Dec.  3.  p.  167.    An.  8.  Dec.  11.  p.  293. 

Memoires  de  I'Acad.  de  Sciences,  An.  1709.    Journal  de  Medicine,  No.  i.    Journal  de  Scavans. 

Tom.  i.  p.  134.   Tom.  V.  p.  133.    Ephemer.  A£l.  Nat.  Curiof.  Cent.  7.  p.  24.  AflaErudit. 

Lipf.  An.  1706.  p.  265.    An.  1716.  p.  526.   An.  1718.  p.  15.    An.  1719. 

p.  343.   An.  1720.  p.  131.  A£la  HofFminfia.  Vol.  v.  p.  53.  Zodiacus  Medicus,  Vol.  i.  - 

Obfervat.  9.    Commentar.  Litterarum,  Noremberg.  An.  1732.   Tho.  Bartholinede  Infolitis  partus 

Humani  Viis.   &  Hiftor.  Anatom.  Cent.  6.  Epifto4.  Med.  Cent.  4.    Epift.  368.  Cafpar. 

Bartholine  de  Ovar.  Mulier.  p.  36.  Manget.  Biblioth.  Anatom.  Andr.  Ot.  Goelicke  Hiftor. 
Chirurg.  p.  186.  Dan,  Hoffman  Annot.  ad  Hyp.  Groeyan.  p.  6g.  Theod.  Craanen  de  Homine, 
p.  709.  Job.  Riolanus,  Anthrop.  p.  180.  Nicol.  Vinetta  de  la  Generat.  de  I'Homme,  p.  428. 
Petr.  Dionis  des  Accouchment,  p.  93.  Bellofte  Chirurg.  de  I'Hofpital.  Dan.  Men.  Mathiae. 
Obfervat.  p.  106.  Regn.  de  Graaf  de  Organis  Mulier.  p.  352.  Ifbrand,  de  Diemerbroeck.  Op. 
Anat.  p.  135-  M.  Ern.  EtmulTer  Epift.  ad  Rufep  de  Ovar.  &c.  p.  4.  Benj.  Petermanus  Obfervat. 
Medic.  Cent.  2.  p.  40.  Ger.  Blafius  Obfervat.  Med.  p.  66.  Job.  Frid.  Ortlob.  Hiftor.  p.  275. 
Theoph.  Bonetus  Sepulchr.  Anatom.  p.  1367.  Cyprianus  de  Hiftor.  Fcetus  Humani  falva  matre  ex 
Tuba  excifi.  Stalp.  Vander  Wiel  Obf.  rar.  p.  320.  Arnold.  Senguerdius  de  Oftento  Dolano.  Joh. 
Ben.  Sinibald  Geneanthropol.  p.  i.  Job.  Conr.  Pyarus  Exercitat.  16.  ad  Hardir.  Medical  Eflays 
of  Edinburgh.  Smelile's  Cafes  and  Obfervations  ;  and  London  Medical  Journal,  Vol.  viii.  Part  iv. 
Art.  I.  A  cafe  of  extra  uterine  foetus,  by  Dr.  Underwood.  Art.  2.  Obfervations  on  the  fame,  and 
on  ruptures  of  the  uterus,  by  Dr.  Garthfhore. — In  this  fenfible  and  judicious  paper,  the  Dodtor  has 
collected  a  number  of  hiftories  of  fuch  cafes,  with  references  to  the  refpe£{;ive  authors  from  whom 
they  were  taken  ;  but  does  not  produce  any  inftance  of  a  true  ventral  conception  in  the  remarks 
alluded  to.    A  cafe  of  an  ovarian  foetation  has  lately  fell  under  the  obfervation  of  Dr.  Krohn  at  the 
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The  references  in  the  preceding  note  are  replete  with  hiftories  of  this 
kind,  and  of  ruptures  in  the  uterus.  Many  fads  are  adduced  wherein  the 
fcetus  having  efcaped  from  fome  of  thefe  parts  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  has  remained  in  that  lituation  for  a  number  of  years,  and,  in 
fome  inftances,  been  retained  during  a  long  life,  without  any  other  incon- 
venience  to  the  mother  than  the  weight  arifing  from  the  fize  of  the  infant. 
Thefe  were  fometimes  extrafted  or  difcharged  in  part,  or  entire,  by  abfceffes 
forming  in  the  integuments  of  the  abdomen,  or  groin,  and  by  the  anus. 

But  the  hiftory  of  medicine  furniflies  us  with  hardly  an  inftance  of  a  true 
ventral  cafe,  well  authenticated  from  diffedion,  wherein  the  impregnated 
ovum  has  been  dropped,  either  from  the  ovary,  or  extremity  of  the  fal- 
lopian tubes,  into  the  belly  of  the  female  *,  there  procuring  itfelf  a  refidence 
and  nourifliment,  and  all  this  taking  place  without  any  other  attachment  to 
the  uterus,  or  its  appendages,  than  in  common  with  the  abdominal  vifcera. 
Thefe  laft  circumftances  have  occurred  in  the  cafe  which  affords  the  follow- 
ing obfervations. 

I  fhall,  therefore,  proceed  to  lay  before  you  the  hiflory  of  the  fymp- 
toms  from  the  earliefl:  periods  of  pregnancy  to  the  death  of  the  patient, 

Middlefex  Hofpital  j  this  I  have  feen,  but  fhall  forbear  taking  any  further  notice  of  it,  fince  I 
underftand  it  is  the  Dodlor's  intention  foon  to  bring  it  before  the  public. 

In  confulting  the  preceding  authorities  I  acknowledge  myfelf  much  indebted  to  Dr.  James  Sims, 
the  prefent  worthy  and  learned  Prefident  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  for  the  ufe  of  his  valua- 
ble library,  which  contains  above  8000  volumes  in  medicine. 

*  It  has  been  a  queftion — in  what  manner  does  the  impregnated  ovum  find  its  way  into  the 
cavity  of  the  belly  ?  The  general  opinion  is,  that  the  ovum  having  been  formed  in  the  ovary, 
is  afterwards  detached  from  it  in  all  viviparous  animals  in  confequence  of  the  fruitful  coitus,  at 
the  fame  time  the  fimbriated  extremity  of  the  fallopian  tubes  embraces  the  ovary,  and  fo  catches 
the  ovum  at  the  moment  of  detachment ;  therefore  if  the  fallopian  tube  fliould  either  not  em- 
brace it  in  the  ovary,  or,  what  is  moft  probable,  after  having  embraced,  fhould  loofe  its  hold  before 
the  feparation  of  the  ovum  takes  place,  this  laft  will  neceflarily  fall  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  where  it  is  moft  likely  to  adhere.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  fuppofing  how  it  fhould  adhere 
there,  fince  we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the  abdominal  cavity  is  not  more  an  extraneous  one,  with 
refpedt  to  the  ovum,  than  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  itfelf ;  or,  perhaps,  on  the  principle  of  two  living 
parts  coming  together,  they  may  unite  in  the  fame  manner,  as  often  occurs  in  various  other  parts  of 
the  body. 
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colle6led  from  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  Mr.  Fitch  and  Mr.  Hancock, 
medical  pra6litioners,  who  both  occafionally  attended  the  greateft  part  of 
the  time ;  and  afterwards  relate  the  appearances  on  dilTeition,  and  clofe  with 
a  few  general  obfervations. 

HISTORY  OF  SYMPTOMS. 

About  the  beginning  of  March,  1790,  Mr.  Fitch  was  fent  for  by  Mrs, 
Calvert  (a  woman  about  thirty-feven  years  of  age,  who  refided  in  the  City 
Road),  fuppoling  that  fhe  was  arrived  at  or  near  her  full  period  of  preg-* 
nancy,  and  with  a  view  of  engaging  his  attendance. 

On  entering  the  room  he  could  not  refrain  from  exprefling  his  afto- 
nifhment  at  her  appearance ;  fhe  was  extenuated  almoft  to  a  Ikeleton,  and 
had  a  pallid  fickly  countenance.  On  examining  the  abdomen  he  found 
it  diftended  to  an  enormous  degree,  the  fkin  of  which  exhibited  a  very  livid 
appearance,  tinged  with  a  yellow  hue.  Her  breafts  were  of  a  painful 
hardnefs,  and  difcharged  a  butyraceous  fluid,  which  had  a  much  nearer 
refemblance  to  pus  than  milk  j  her  eyes  were  deeply  funk  within  their  orbits, 
the  pulfe  quick  and  feeble. 

On  making  enquiries  relative  to  the  miferable  and  afHi(5led  fituation  in 
which  he  found  her,  fhe  informed  him,  that  fhe  had  been  four  times  preg- 
nant, and  fuppofed  herfelf  to  be  in  the  fame  ftate  again  ever  lince  the  be- 
ginning of  July,  1789  *.  At  this  time  violent  pains  began  to  attack  her  bow- 
els, which  increafed  with  her  pregnancy,  and  gradually  affe6led  her  ftomach ; 
notwithftanding  her  recourfe  to  various  medical  applications,  with  very  fhort 
intervals  of  eafe,  her  pain  ftill  continued.  In  February,  about  a  month,  be- 
fore he  was  called  in,  fhe  had  been  feized  with  a  moft  violent  paroxyfm 
of  pain,  attended  with  a  flooding ;  this  fhe  fuppofed  to  be  her  labour,  and 
fent  for  her  midwife ;  but  before  fl^e  arrived  fomething  was  expelled  from  the 

*  It  is  worth  remarking  here,  that  fhe  never  menftruated  during  her  pregnancy,  until  between 
two  and  three  months  preceding  her  death,  then  in  a  very  fmall  quantity,  and  at  irregular  periods. 
This  is  a  very  uncommon  event  in  extra- uterine  impregnations. 

Uterus, 
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uterus,  with  the  appearance  of  a  placenta,  and  which  the  midwife,  on  ex- 
amining, declared  to  be  fo.  Before  this  occurrence  fhe  had  felt  the  child 
very  diftinctly  moving,  but  never  to  any  great  degree  afterwards ;  fhe 
conftantly  complained,  from  the  firft  time  fhe  perceived  its  motions,  that  it 
laid  very  high  up,  and  that  fhe  had,  in  every  refpeft,  experienced  very  dif- 
ferent fenfations  from  thofe  which  fhe  had  ufually,  in  any  former  pregnancy. 

The  haemorrhage  continued  about  four  weeks  from  the  time  of  its  firft 
appearance,  until  Mr.  Fitch  came,  but  not  with  the  fame  violence. 

On  examining  her  he  found  the  os  tineas  fo  very  much  dilated,  that  with 
great  eafe  he  introduced  his  three  fingers  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  the 
internal  furface  of  which  was  found  very  irregular.  It  is  worthy  of  remark 
here,  that  the  uterus  took  on  a  particular  dilpofition  for  adion,  about  the 
ufual  period  of  parturition. 

The  abdomen,  particularly  on  the  right  fide,  difcovefed  confiderable 
hardnefs  on  touching  it  externally,  and  was  much  diftended  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  liver,  particularly  upwards,  and  much  lefs  towards  the  lower 
part.  She  was  afix61:ed  alternately  with  diarrhcEa  and  confi:ipation,  accom- 
panied with  violent  and  frequent  vomitings,  and  with  a  painful  uneafinefs 
on  the  right  hypochondrium  and  region  of  the  ftomach,  which  laft  felt  as  if 
fomething  was  continually  pufhing  it  up.  From  thefe  fymptoms,  and  every 
circumftance  which  he  could  difcover,  he  imagined  that  a  depofition  of 
coagulable  lymph  had  taken  place  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  that 
irritation  had  excited  an  extraordinary  adion  in  the  vefi^els  of  the  uterus,  for 
this  reafon  he  confidered  that  mafs  to  be  a  coagulum  of  lymph,  which  the 
midwife  had  pronounced  to  be  placenta. 

From  thefe  ideas  he  acquainted  the  patient  and  her  friends,  that  he  did 
not  imagine  her  to  be  pregnant ;  and  communicated  his  fentiments  refpeding 
her  fituation,  and  the  means  moft  likely  to  alleviate  her  fufi^erings: — with 
this  view  he  employed  fuch  medicines  as  would  tend  to  promote  abforption, 
and  began  firft  by  adminiftering  an  emetic,  and  then  in  a  day  or  two  after- 
wards an  adive  cathartic,  which  fhe  bore  very  well,  notwithftanding  her 
emaciated  flate,  and  exprefled  herfelf  confiderably  relieved  by  thefe  evacua- 
tions. 

After 


After  thefe  remedies  he  proceeded  to  ufe  gentle  mercurial  fridions,  at 
the  fame  time  giving  fmall  dofes  of  calomel  and  opium  :  after  purfuing  this 
plan  about  a  fortnight,  he  had,  the  happinefs  of  feeing  his  patient  very 
much  recovered. 

The  abdomen  on  the  left  fide  was  much  leffened ;  the  livid  complexion 
greatly  changed,  the  difcharge  of  blood  had  entirely  difappeared,  and  the  pulfe 
had  becom^e  fuller,  ftronger,  and  more  regular.  From  fo  conliderable  an 
amendment,  and  fuch  a  happy  change  in  the  fymptoms,  he  flattered  himfelf 
that  the  caufe  producing  irritation  was  much  diminifhed.  Soon  afcer  this  he 
was  obliged  to  defift  from  the  mercurial  courfe,  on  account  of  a  ptyalifm 
fupervening.  She  complained,  at  this  period,  of  a  painful  tumour  on  the 
right  breaft,  that  afterwards  fuppurated  and  formed  a  very  large  abfcefs, . 
which  was  opened  and  difcharged  a  confiderable  quantity  of  matter.  In  every 
other  refpedl  his  patient  was  aftonilhingly  recovered  the  abdomen  on  the 
left  fide  was  reduced  nearly  to  its  natural  fize,  and  the  right  alfo  much 
diminifhed ;  the  livid  yellow  complexion  nearly  removed,  and  a  more  healthy 
florid  one  fucceeded ;  the  fliomach  too  was  conliderably  relieved,  the  ficknefs 
as  well  as  vomiting  nearly  fubfided,  and  the  appetite  and  firength  very 
much  refiored. 

Upon  the  whole,  fhe  was  fo  far  recovered  as  to  difcharge  the  nurfe  and 
follow  her  domeftic  employments,  but  fiill  at  times  complained  of  a  painful 
uneafinefs  on  the  right  fide  j  alfo  frequently  infifl:ed  upon  her  being  pregnant, 
and  that  the  child  lay  dead  within  her  ^  and  propofed  queftions  relative  to  the 
poffibility  of  opening  her  body,  and  removing  the  child. 

Throughout  the  whole  time  of  Mr.  Fitch's  attendance  (which  was  be- 
tween three  and  four  months)  he  was  compelled  to  have  frequent  recourfe  to 
warm  aperients  to  obviate  that  coftivenefs  and  flatulency  which  had  been 
exceedingly  troublefome  to  her. 

She  had  now  fo  much  recovered  as  to  difpenfe  with  further  medical 
attendance*,  and  continued  in  a  ftate  of  convalefcence  for  about  fix  weeks, 

*  In  confequence  of  this  confiderable  amendment,  Mr.  Fitch  ceafed  from  vifiting  her,  after  an 
attendance  from  March  to  the  June  following  ;  and  from  the  latter  month  until  the  middle  of 
Auguft  fhe  enjoyed,  as  it  is  obferved,  a  tolerable  good  ftate  of  health. 

and 


and  till  within  a  month  of  her  diffolution,  when  all  the  fymptoms  returning, 
Mr.  Hancock  was  fent  for  (who  had  occalionally  feen  her  in  the  firft 
periods  of  geftation)  ;  he  coincided  with  Mr.  Fitch  in  refpedt  to  her  fitua- 
tion,  purfued  a  fimilar  treatment,  and  is  acquainted  with  all  the  circum- 
ftances  related  in  this  hiftory. 

He  informed  me,  that  during  the  laft  ten  days  of  her  exiftence,  the 
diarrhoea  had  entirely  ceafed,  and  was  fucceeded  by  fuch  an  obftinate  con- 
ftipation,  as  to  refift  every  remedy  that  was  employed  to  remove  it :  fhe 
continued  without  any  natural  palTage,  and  the  excrements  were  voided  by 
the  mouth.  She  complained  of  much  pain  in  the  head,  and  in  the  intef- 
tines,  extending  to  the  left  groin;  the  pulfe  became  fmall,  quick,  and 
irregular,  attended  with  fingultus,  vomitings,  and  other  fymptoms  of  exceflive 
irritation,  which  continued  to  increafe  until  Friday  the  tenth  of  September, 
when  death  happily  relieved  her  from  a  complicated  ftate  of  mifery. 

APPEARANCES  ON  DISSECTION. 

On  Sunday,  the  12th  of  September  (two  days  fucceeding  her  dilTolution), 
I  was  called  in  by  Mr.  Hancock,  and  Mr.  Kannen,  another  medical  prafti- 
tioner,  to  examine  the  body.  On  applying  my  hand  to  the  parietes  of  the 
abdomen,  I  perceived  fuch  a  large,  hard,  fpherical  body,  fituated  contigu- 
ous to  the  liver,  as  made  me  conjedlure  that  it  was  fomething  more  than  a 
fchirrofity  of  that  vifcus.  This  enlargement  felt  very  regular,  and  was  in- 
capable of  compreffion. 

On  making  an  opening  into  the  abdomen,  by  beginning  an  incifion  from 
the  cartilage  enfiformis,  continuing  it  in  a  ftraight  line  to  the  fymphyfis  of 
the  pubes;  and  thus  hying  open  the  abdomen,  the  fituation  and  appearances 

of  the  foetus  and  abdominal  contents  were  as  follow.  In  the  right  hypo- 

chondrium  the  foetus  was  feated  nearly  in  an  eredt  pofture,  the  back  part  of 
its  head  covered  by  the  edge  of  the  concave  fide  of  the  liver,  pufhing  it  up 
towards  the  diaphragm  *.  The  arms  were  bent  upwards  with  the  hands 
clinched  and  compreffing  the  features  of-the  face,  which  was  direded  ob- 
liquely towards  the  umbilicus  of  the  mother  f.  The  foetus  was  fo  completely 
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immured  among  the  inteflines,  that  no  other  parts  were  perceptible  but  the 
head  and  hands.  The  convolutions  of  the  fmall  inteftines  furrounded  the 
neck  of  the  infant  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  form  a  kind  of  ruff*.  The  placenta 
was  fo  extremely  delicate  and  pofleffed  fo  little  of  its  natural  charaderiftics, 
that,  at  firfl  view,  I  conceived  it  to  be  a  thin  membranous  fubftance, 
formed  by  an  exudation  from  the  furface  of  the  bowels  in  confequence  of 
inflammation  -f*,  an  effe6l  that  not  uncommonly  happens  from  that  caufe. 
This  membrane,  in  which  the  velTels  v»'ere  exceedingly  fmall  (fo  as  to  render 
the  tracing  of  them  with  the  knife  impradicable),  did  not  exceed  in  thicknefs, 
one  tenth  of  an  inch,  was  ruptured  at  that  part  where  the  child's  head 
appeared,  and  fent  off  filaments  from  its  reflected  portions,  to  the  perito- 
neum, ftomach,  liver,  inteflines,  mefentery,  mefo-colon,  and  to  the  abdo- 
minal parietes. 

At  the  inferior  part  of  this  membrane  there  w^ere  two  pouches:}:,  about  ^.ree 
inches  diflant  from  each  other,  which  led  to,  and  were  fuperficially  con- 
nected with,  a  tumour,  of  which  I  fhall  prefently  have  occafion  to  take 
notice.  The  inteftines,  which  exhibited  rather  a  livid  appearance,  were 
exceedingly  diflended  with  air,  and  their  blood-vefTels  turgid  and  full ;  in 
every  rcfpedt  they  difcovered  the  prefence  of  much  inflammation. 

A  tumour,  the  fize  of  a  large  orange,  of  a  flattened  pyriform  figur  §,  was 
fituated  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  immediately  pofterior  to  the  bladder,  occu- 
pying the  feat  of  the  uterus,  and  entirely  covering  and  difplacing  it  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  led  us  to  conclude  it  was  that  organ,  until  farther  infpe6i:ion 
proved  it  to  be,  neither  the  uterus,  or  a  difeafed  ovarium,  but  a  fubftance 
compofed  of  innumerable  cells,  varying  from  the  fize  of  a  pea,  to  that  of  a 
fmall  hazel  nut,  attached  to  the  broad  ligament  of  the  left  fide. 

This  body  received  alfo  a  few  fibres  of  the  placenta  in  common  with  other 
parts.  Some  who  faw  this  preparation  have  fuggefted,  that  this  parenchy- 
matous tumour,  has  been  intended  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  the  maternal 
portion  of  the  placenta,  but  I  confefs  my  difference  of  opinion  from  thofe 
who  imagine  fo  i  if  this  had  been  the  cafe,  there  would  have  been  fome 
particular  vafcular  medium,  or  connection,  between  it  and  the  funis  umbili- 
ealis,  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  difcover. 

Having  prefented   to  you  the  real  appearances  which  the  foetus,  and 
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abdominal  contents  difcovered  on  removing  the  integuments,  I  fhall  proceed 
to  ftate  what  appeared,  upon  a  more  minute  examination  of  their  relative 
fituation,  and  connexions. 

I  found  a  confiderable  difficulty  on  attempting  to  remove  the  child  from 
the  cavity,  which  it  had  fortuitoufly  formed  among  the  intejflines  of  the  right 
fide,  which  fo  completely  fitted,  and  fo  clofely  applied  to  its  body,  as  to  occa- 
fion  the  great  refiftance  which  I  experienced  in  removing  it  from  this 
fituation. 

This  cavity  contained  no  fluid  of  any  kind,  was  lined  by,  and  received  a 
polifh  from,  the  facculus  or  placenta,  which  feemed  to  originate  from  this 
part,  and  fent  off  fimbriated  portions,  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  to  a 
great  part  of  the  vifceral  contents  of  the  abdomen. 

The  fcetus  was  a  female,  full  grown,  perfe6lly  formed,  and  as  well 
nouriflied  as  the  healthiefi:  child  at  that  period  j  but,  according  to  the  firft 
fymptoms  of  pregnancy,  it  was  fuppofed  to  have  remained  in  this  fitua- 
tion fifteen  months. 

The  whole  body  was  comprefied  into  numerous  large  folds*,  and  covered 
with  a  bilious  incruft:ation,  which  it  received  from  its  proximity  to  the 
gall-bladder.    The  legs  were  bent  backwards  upon  the  nates  and  thighs,  the 
latter  drawn  up  towards  its  belly,  and  refted  upon  the  arch  of  the  colon,  where 
it  runs  towards  the  liver  and  beneath  the  veflicula  fellis,  having  diiplaced 
the  other  intePtines,  and  prefling  them  in  various  direftions.    The  funis 
umbilicalis  -f-,  which  meafured  ten  inches  in  length,  v/as  of  the  ufual  thick- 
nefs,  until  it  arrived  within  two  inches  or  lefs  of  its  attachment  to  the 
placenta,  where  it  fuddenly  became  fo  flender  as  not  to  exceed  a  fmall  crow- 
quill  in  diameter,  and  pafied  between  thofe  convolutions  of  the  colon,  and 
mefo-colon  which  were  contiguous  to  it  3  at  this  place  the  vefiels  of  the  funis 
were  expanded,  and  loft  upon  their  furface      The  colon  had  feveral  ruptures 
in  that  part  where  the  infant  was  feated. 

The  ftomach,  kidneys,  and  liver,  were  nearly  in  a  natural  fiiate;  the 
cellular  fubftance,  however,  of  the  latter  and  of  the  right  kidney  was  in  a 
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fmall  degree  condenfed  by  compreffion  from  the  foetus,  which  alfo  had 
pufhed  the  liver  up  towards  the  diaphragm,  and  the  kidney  of  the  fame 
fide  towards  the  bladder. 

Having  now  fully  examined  the  parts,  and  with  the  greateft  caution  avoid- 
ed deranging  them,  from  a  folicitude  that  my  other  medical  friends  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  bearing  teftimony  to  this  extraordinary  and  almoft 
unequalled  occurrence*,  I  now  replaced  them  in  their  former  lituation ;  and 

by 

*  The  one  which  bears  the  ftrongeft  analogy  to  this,  of  any  I  have  met  with,  fell  under  the  care 
of  the  late  Mr.  Clarke,  a  pradlitioner  of  great  eminence  in  Northamptonfhire,  the  father  of  my 
worthy  and  ingenious  friend  Dr.  Clarke,  teacher  of  midwifery  in  London,  who  favoured  me  with  the 
following  hiftory. 

"  Some  years  ago  my  father  was  fent  for  to  attend  a  woman,  who,  after  the  ufual  time  of  nine 
*'  months,  was  feized  with  the  pains  of  labour.  She  had  pafTed  through  her  pregnancy  without  any 
*'  remaikable  fymjjtoms  which  might  lead  to  a  knowledge  of  her  fituation,  and  was  of  the  ufual  bulk 
*'  of  a  woman  at  the  full  time.  Upon  examination  he  found  the  os  uteri  very  high  up,  and  not  in 
*'  the  fmalltft  degree  dilated,  although  there  were  alternate  attacks  and  remiflions  of  painj  he 
*'  therefore  confidcred  they  muft  be  owing  to  fome  irritation,  and,  having  ordered  for  her  what  he 
*'  thought  proper,  left  her.  At  this  time  the  child  could  be  felt  through  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen. 
"  He  was  not  called  to  her  again  until  after  the  fpace  of  eight  days,  during  which  time  flie  had 
**  conftantly  been  in  pain  ;  the  os  uteri  flill  continued  in  the  fame  rigid  ftate.  This  led  him  to 
"  make  a  more  particular  examination  of  the  cafe  than  he  had  done  before,  when  he  could  diftindly 
*'  feel  that  the  cervix  was  of  the  fame  length  as  in  an  unimpregnated  uterus,  and  thought  that  he 
*'  could  diftinguifti  the  uterus  not  enlarged.  Laying  all  thefe  things  together  he  was  perfuaded  that 
*«  the  child  mufl:  be  extra  uterine.  He  was  induced  from  the  importance  of  the  cafe  to  have  a 
"  confulta'ion,  and  accordingly  fint  for  a  Mr.  Mansfield,  a  very  eminent  furgeon  and  man- 
*'  midwife  at  Thrapfton  in  Northamptonfhire. 

*'  The  woman  being  confiderably  exhaufted  by  the  long  continuance  of  the  pains,  and  the  child 
«*  being  probably  alive,  it  was  detcr.nined  to  cut  into  the  belly,  as  the  only  means  of  delivering  the 
*'  child,  or  preferving  the  mother.  An  incifion  was  accordingly  made  into  the  abdomen,  on  the  fide 
*«  where  the  child  lay,  juft  enough  to  extradl  it.  Unfortunately  the  child  was  found  dead. 

*'  The  child  being  taken  away,  the  placenta  was  found  adhering  generally  to  the  kidneys,  inteftines, 
«*  &c.  it  was  agreed  that  it  fliould  alfo  be  brought  away,  which  was  done. 

*'  The  woman,  who  had  already  loft  much  blood  during  the  operation,  loft  more  on  the  delivery  of 
*'  the  placenta,  and,  weakened  by  the  difcharge,  Ihe  died  in  about  four  hours  after  the  operation. 

*'  Indeed  it  feems  hardly  poffible,  that,  under  thefe  circumftances,  a  woman  can  recover,  becaufe,  if 
*•  the  placenta  be  brought  away,  (he  muft  almoft  inevitably  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  confequent  flooding; 
*'  and,  if  the  placenta  be  left  behind,  we  are  warranted  by  experience  to  expe£t  that  fuch  a  mafs  of 
"  dead  matter  remaining  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  can  hardly  fail  to  produce  the  worft  effects." 

Several 
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by  a  requeft  to  the  hiifband,  who  poflTeffed  a  mind  fuperior  to  common  pre- 
judice, I  readily  obtained  leave  to  introduce  on  the  following  day,  my  friends 
Drs.  Fax,  Clarke,  and  Turnbull,  Mr.  Orange  and  Mr.  Pole,  with  fome 
other  profeffional  men.,  The  lad  of  thofe  gentlemen,  an  ingenious  fjrgeon*, 
politely  offered  to  take  drawings  of  the  parts,  which  he  afterwards  did  in  a 
variety  of  fituatlons.  And  for  this  inftance  of  friendfhip  I  prefented  hioi 
with  the  preparation,  to  add  to  his  valuable  and  curious  collection.  In  the 
prefence  of  the  before-mentioned  gentlemen  I  proceeded  to  a  fecond  expofure 
of  the  abdomen,  and,  upon  re-examination,  the  parts  were  found  exadly  to 
agree  with  the  former  defcription,  both  in  refped  to  fituation  and  connexion. 
On  removing  the  contents  of  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  the  tumour  which,  on 
the  firft  examination,  was  thought  to  be  the  uterus,  by  further  infpe6lion  was 
found  to  be  that  cellular  fubfhance,  of  which,  I  have  had  repeated  occafion  to 
take  notice. 

The  uterus  was  fituated  in  the  long  axis  of  the  fuperior  aperture  of  the 
pelvis,  immediately  under,  and  covered  by  the  tumour,  with  its  fundus 
direded  obliquely  downwards  to  the  facro-fciatic  ligaments  ;  the  os  tincee 
was  raifed  towards  the  left  fide ;  the  uterus  laying  acrofs  the  pelvis  in  luch 
a  diredion,  that  the  left  fide  of  its  body  occupied  the  natural  feat  of  the 

Several  other  very  ufeful  remarks  were  fent  me  by  the  above  gentleman  on  this  cafe,  but  I  am 
forry  that  the  length  of  thefe  obfervations  already  prevents  me  from  inferting  them. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  opportunity  was  allowed  after  death  of  examining  the  body ;  upon 
this  account  it  is  difficult  to  afcertain  v.'hether  the  cafe  was  ventral,  ovarlal,  tubal,  or  whether  the 
foetus  had  efcaped  into  the  cavitjj  from  a  rupture  of  the  uterus.  Of  this  dubitable  nature  may  be 
ranked  the  cafe  mentioned  by  Jean  Jofeph  Courtial,  in  his  Nouvelles  Obfervations  Anatomiques  fur 
les  Of.  Obf.  10,  p.  86  ;  iikewife  that  related  by  Dr.  Denman  f,  and  communicated  to  him  by  the  late 
profeflbr  Hamilton  of  Glafgow. 

*  A  gentleman  well  verfed  in  anatomical  purfuits,  whole  elegant  colledion  of  anatomical  drawings, 
models,  and  preparations,  evince  an  induftry  and  ingenuity  fuperior  to  the  generality  of  men,  engaged  in 
that  branch  of  Science,  and  who  has  lately  publilhed  a  valuable  work  upon  the  art  of  preparing  and 
preferving  the  dilFerent  parts  of  the  human  body,  and  of  quadrupeds,  including  a  treatife  on  modelling 
from  the  dead  aud  living  fubjedt,  illuftrated  with  a  variety  of  copper  plates.  A  work  hitherto  much 
wanted  in  the  fchools  of  anatomy,  and  upon  which  fubjeds  nothing  comprehenfive  nor  fyftematic 
had  been  before  publiihed. 

f  Fide  Deaman's  colleftion  o£  engravings.. 
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fundus,  and  was  of  its  ufual  unimpregnated  fize*.  On  making  an  opening 
into  its  cavity  feme  days  after,  in  the  prefence  of  Drs.  Garthfliore,  Lowther, 
Bailie,  and  Coombe,  and  Mr.  Cline,  Haighton,  Pole,  Cowper,  &c.  no  tunica 
decidua  could  be  difcovered.  The  verge  of  the  os  tincse  -f-  was  rather  fuller 
and  larger  than  common,  although  it  was  agreed  by  every  one  prefent  not 
morbidly.  The  ovaria  on  both  fides  were  very  diftinft,  and  the  right  one 
was  pufhed  down  confiderably  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  by  the  obliquity 
of  the  uterus.  The  corpus  luteum  was  found  in  the  left  ovarium,  which, 
together  with  the  fallopian  tube  of  the  fame  fide,  took  a  pofterior  diredion 
along  the  furface  of  the  tumour  §,  to  which  they  had  but  a  very  flight 
attachment. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Having  given  as  clear  and  accurate  a  relation  of  the  hlflory  of  the  fymp- 
toms,  as  could  be  colle6led  from  the  gentlemen  who  attended,  together  with 
the  appearances  on  dilTedion,  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  add  a  few  remarks,  and 
point  out  thofe  phsenomena  that  may  affift  in  forming  fome  diftinguifhing 
criteria  to  afcertain  the  uterine  from  extra  uterine  gellation. 

The  appearances  on  diffedion  furnifh  us  with  clear  conceptions,  of  the 
fufferings  of  the  poor  woman,  during  her  tedious  and  painful  pregnancy. 
Some  portions  of  the  inteftines  being  pufhed  down,  and  others  preffed  in 
different  diredions,  account  for  thofe  violent  pains  which  attacked  her  bowels, 
during  the  firft  ftages  of  geftation,  and  which  gradually  affeded  the  flomach, 
and  produced  the  fenfation  of  fomething  continually  pufliing  up  that  vifcus  j 
and  likewife  fatisfadorily  account  for  the  alternate  diarrhoeas,  and  obftinate 
conftipations,  accompanied  with  violent  and  almofl  conftant  vomitings,  of 
which  fhe  fo  often  complained. 

The  diftended  and  inflated  flate  of  the  inteftines,  with  general  compreffion. 
of  the  vifcera,  gradually  increaling  to  a  great  degree,  on  parts  fo  extremely 
fenfible,  and  pofTefTed  of  excited  irritability,  nothing  lefs  was  to  be  expeded,* 
than  a  derangement  of  their  ceconomy,  and  a  perverfion  of  their  natural 
fundions. 
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The  hsemorrhagy  from  the  uterus,  which  occurred  in  the  eighth,  and 
continued  until  the  ninth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  and  alfo  that  organ 
being  fo  much  enlarged,  and  the  os  tincse  fo  greatly  dilated  as  to  admit  the 
introduction  of  three  fingers,  are  circumftances  in  this,  as  well  as  in  every 
other  fpecies  of  extra  uterine  impregnations,  that  may  be  regarded  as  uncora- 
^mon.  For,  admitting  it  to  be,  the  generally  received  opinion,  that  the 
uterus,  in  thofe  cafes,  fuffers  an  enlargement  nearly  in  the  fame  proportion  as 
if  the  foetus  and  involucra  were  contained  within  it,  yet  commonly  the  os 
internum  remains  as  clofe  and  contracted,  as  in  the  unimpregnated  ftate  *. 

The  increafed  bulk  of  the  uterus  from  direct  communication  and  the  na- 
tural fympathy  of  parts  may  therefore  be  expeded  in  ovarian  and  tubal 
cafes,  but  not  fo  much  in  the  ventral  conception,  although  it  happened  in 
this  inftance.  Since  in  the  latter  there  is  no  immediate  connexion  with 
the  genital  fyftem,  nor  alteration  in  the  ftrud:ure  of  the  womb  to  be 
expeded,  from  a  want  of  an  immediate  or  particular  connexion  and  natural 
fympathy,  fimilar  to  the  other  cafes. 

It  has  been  obferved  that  the  colon,  near  the  part  where  the  foetus  was 
fituated,  had  feveral  ulcerated  apertures. — Do  not  thefe  ulcerations  indicate 
that  Nature  was  beginning  a  work  for  the  removal  of  this  extraneous  body, 
and  that  the  very  operation  to  produce  this  efFe6l  (in  which  flie  failed)  was 
the  caufe  of  the  woman's  death  ? 

This  fuggeftion  is  further  ftrengthened  by  the  confiderable  marks  of  in- 
flammation that  were  apparent  in  the  inteftines  and  peritoneum.  Had  thefe 
ulcerations  of  the  colon  been  fubfequent  to  the  diffolution  of  the  foetus.  Na- 
ture probably  might  have  fucceeded  in  her  attempts,  by  removing  the  child 
piecemeal  through  the  rnedium  of  the  re6tum,  or  by  abcefTes  forming  in  the 
abdomen ;  and  although  this  operation  might  have  taken  up  for  its  accom- 

*  There  are  feveral  inftances  of  this  increafed  fize  of  the  uterus,  v/Ithout  its  containing  the  ovum, 
arifing  from  the  additional  quantity  of  fluids  tranfmitted  to  it.  In  the  ovarian  cafe  at  the  Middlefex 
Hofpital,  the  uterus  was  confiderably  enlarged.  Boehmeius,  in  his  Obfervat.  Anatom.  Rarior.  was 
the  firft  (and  not  Dr.  Wm.  Hunter,  as  has  been  erroneoufly  conceived)  who  obferved  that  although 
the  foetus  be  extra  uterine,  yet  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  fuffers  thofe  peculiar  changes  which  render 
k  fit  for  the  reception  of  the  ovum. 

plifhment 
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pllfliment  a  feries  of  years,  yet,  at  laft,  fhe  might  have  furvived  a  complete 
evacuation  of  the  foetal  parts. 

Several  examples  in  illuftration  of  this,  have  been  quoted  in  a  former  part 
of  this  hiftory  *j  and  many  cafes  recorded  where  the  infant  has  biirft  either 
from  the  ovaria,  the  fallopian  tubes,  or  from  ruptured  uteri,  has  fallen  into 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  remained  there  for  a  number  of  years,  being 
at  laft  difcharged  by  the  inteftines,  or  by  abfcelfes. 

The  difcoloured  fkin  changing  to  a  more  natural  and  healthy  appearance, 
the  fubfidence  of  the  pain  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  the  return  of  ftrength 
and  appetite,  and  the  diminiflied  volume  of  the  abdomen,  particularly  the 
latter  after  the  adminiftration  of  mercury,  incline  us  to  believe,  that  there 
muft  have  been  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fluid  in  the  faccukis,  containing 
the  child,  which  by  thefe  means  had  been  abforbed  -f-.  The  colledion  of 
matter  in  the  right  breaft,  at  the  time  of  a  ptyalifm  from  the  mercurial 
courfe,  was  fubfequent  to  the  formation  of  that  purulent  fluid,  which  was 
difcharged  from  the  nipples  of  both  breafts. 

It  were  much  to  be  wiflied  that  we  could  point  out  fome  leading  criteria 
to  enable  us  to  diftinguifh  accurately  when  the  child  is  contained  within, 
the  abdomen ;  although  this  is  hardly  to  be  expedled  from  a  fmgle  cafe,  I, 
fhall  mention  what  has  occurred  to  me  upon  the  diagnofis, 

Notwithftanding  there  is  fuppofed  to  be  three  different  fpecies  of  extra: 
uterine  conceptions,  the  fymptoms  and  effects  refulting  from  thefe,  are  nearly 
limilar  to  thofe,  which  occur  in  ordinary  pregnancy ;  hence  it  becomes  a  very 
difHcult  matter  to  diftinguifh  between  them^  particularly  before  the  fourth 
■or  fifth  month,  fince  the  motions  of  the  child  are  not  commonly  felt  before 
thefe  periods  i  afterward,  it  may  be  more  readily  difcovered,  efpecially  if  at- 
tended at  the  fame  time  with  fymptoms,  which  are  not  common  in  natural 
geftation. 

We  are  Anformed  by  authors  that,  in  conceptions  of  the  ovaria  and  fallo- 
pian tubes,  tile  menftroa  are  obftruded,  but  that  iu  pure  ventral  cafes  they. 

*  Vide  Note,  p.  7. 

■f  While  this  circumftance  proves  that  water  had  fexifted  within  the  bag,  at  the  fame  tiihe  it  evinces 
the  eminent  and  well  known  powers  which  mercury  poflelTcs  in  producing  ablbrption,  and  exciting  . 
an  increafed  adion  in  that  fyftem  of  vefTels:. 

are.: 
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are  not,  but  will  rather  appear  at  regular  periods,  as  in  the  unimpregnated 
ftate;  and  alfo  that  in  the  latter  the  ftomach  is  not  afFe6led  with  ficknefs  or 
vomiting,  neither  are  the  breads  excited  by  the  natural  fympathy  to  fecrete 
milk;  although  in  the  former  cafes,  that  fluid  is  generally  fecreted  in  the 
fame  proportion  as  in  the  uterine  impregnation. 

If  foetation  occurs  either  in  the  ovaria,  or  in  the  fallopian  tubes,  I  fufpe(fl 
a  part  of  the  abdomen  only  will  be  tumefied,  that  which  inclines  towards  the 
ileum,  rather  than  the  hypogaftric  region,  and  the  fwelling  in  fuch  cafes  is 
mod  to  be  depended  upon  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  fince  at  that 
time  it  is  confined  to  one  fide,  and  cannot  poflibly  extend  to  the  other.  But, 
in  the  more  advanced  ftages,  this  is  not  fo  evident,  becaufe  of  the  ovaria  and 
fallopian  tubes  being  incapable  of  admitting  of  further  dilatation  after  the 
fourth  or  fixth  month  *,  the  parts  confequently  give  way  to  the  bulk  and 
prellure  of  the  infant,  and  it  falls  thence  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
where  it  foon  perifhes,  and  becomes  hard  or  putrid.  But  if  the  child  is 
formed  and  developed  within  the  abdomen,  the  circumfcribed  elevation  will 
be  chiefly  confined  to  the  umbilical,  or  to  one  of  the  hypochondriac  regions, 
as  in  the  foregoing  cafe  it  was  laying  in  the  right.  In  this  fituation  of 
the  foetus,  it  will  naturally  follow,  that  the  mother  will  complain  of  pain, 
an  unufual  weight,  and  general  uneafinefs  throughout  the  whole  abdomen. 

Thefe  fymptoms  may  be  expected  to  fucceed  when  its  offices  are  impeded 
and  difturbed  by  the  prefence  of  a  foreign  body,  whofe  motions  will  be 
more  extenfive  and  lefs  conftrained  than  in  ovarian  and  tubal  cafe?,  where 
the  fitua  ion  of  the  child,  on  the  contrary,  is  confiderably  more  limited  and 
confined;  and  we  fhall 'likewife  be  able  to  judge  by  its  limbs  and  parts 
being  more  readily  diftinguifhed  through  the  abdominal  covering.  But  the 
mofi  certain  diagnoflic  will  be  at  the  end  of  the  period  of  natural  geftation, 
when  pains  appear  without  being  felt  at  the  bottom  of  the  loins,  or  bearing 
towards  the  anus,  and  wiihout  regularity  or  duration;  the  os  iintse  mofl 
probably  remaining  undilated,  and  the  membranes  not  prefenting  with  the 
abfence  of  the  other  ufual  fymptoms  of  labour. 

*  Infl'ances  are  recorded  where  the  foetus  has  been  contained  in  the  ovaria  and  fallopian  tubes  till 
the  full  period  of  .geftition.  But  thefe  are  extremely  uncommon.  Vide  Halier,  Le  Roux  obfervat: 
fur  les  Partes  de  Sang,  &  Baudoloque  I'Art  de  Accouchment. 
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After  having  difcovered  that  the  child  is  lying  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdo- 
men, would  it  be  more  advifable  to  leave  the  work  folely  to  Nature,  or  to 
attempt  delivery  by  incifion,  and  extrading  the  foetus  before  Nature  has 
made  efforts  to  relieve  herfelf  ?  Inftances  may  occur  where  the  former  plan 
will  be  preferable,  and  others,  where  the  mother  would  have  no  chance 
of  furviving  without  an  operation.  It  would  always  be  improper  to  attempt 
an  operation  of  this  confequence,  whilft  there  are  no  dangerous  fymptoms, 
lince  cafes  are  recorded,  where  patients  have  continued  in  that  fituation  from 
twenty  to  forty  years,  without  fuffering  much  pain  or  inconvenience.  On 
the  other  hand,  when  the  pain  is  exceffive,  the  preffure  and  gravitation 
of  the  infant  become  grievous^  a  fmall,  quick,  irregular  pulfe,  reftlcffnefs, 
other  figns  of  great  irritation,  and  jaundice,  fupervening,  there  can  be  no 
hopes  of  recovery  without  an  operation,  which  certainly  is  calculated  to  give 
a  chance  to  both  mother  and  child.  The  difagreeable,  and  too  often  fatal 
effe6ts,  attending  the  Caefarian  fedion  *,  and  the  dread  of  a  profuf6 
liaemorrhagy  follovi'ing  the  feparation  of  the  placenta  from  parts  not  capable 
of  contrafting,  has  intimidated  thofe,  who  have  met  with  extra  uterine 
cafes,  from  performing  the  operation  -f-. 

For  performing  the  operation  there  is  a  period  of  neceffity,  and  another 
of  eledtion  ;  the  firft  of  thefe  I  have  juft  been  adverting  to,  as  being  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  when  the  fymptoms  affume  an  alarming  appearance,  and 
the  latter  applies  to  that  period  where  Nature  makes  feme  efforts  for  the 
expulfion  of  the  foetal  parts  by  abfceffes  forming  in  the  abdomen.  Thefe 
laft  generally  prefage  favourable  confequences  to  an  operation,  which  is  not 
much  more  than  an  anticipation  of  that  wound  which  would  be  formed, 
by  an  abfcefs. 

*  Although  the  Caefarian  feflion  is  a  dangerous  operation,  and  has  not  been  accompanied  with  the 
fame  fortunate  iflue  in  Great  Britain  as  upon  the  continent,  ftill  a  fimple  incifion  through  the 
parietes  of  the  abdomen  is  by  no  means  of  fuch  ferious  confequence,  as  when  we  are  obliged  to  make 
another,  into  the  fubftance  of  the  uterus,  and  expofing  .a  fecond  cavity  to  the  adion  of  the  atmofpheric 
air.  It  is  more  than  probable,  that  greater  mifchief  is  produced  ia  thefe  operations  from  the  admiffioa 
of  this  fluid,  than  the  mere  divifion  of  parts. 

f  Dr.  Clarke's  cafe,  which  I  have  related,  is  an  inftancc  of  the  great  danger  of  thofe  haemorrhages. 
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It  may  be  argued  againft  extrading  the  after-birth,  that  the  danger  is 
by  no  means  equal  to  the  rilk  which  the  woman  muft  be  expofed  to,  if  it  is 
permitted  to  remain  and  to  detach  itfelf.  Since  death  muft  neceffarily 
follow,  from  fuppuration  and  gangrene  taking  place  upon  the  fpontaneous 
feparation,  therefore  its  extradion  along  with  the  child  ought  always  to  be 
attempted.  On  the  contrary,  my  firm  opinion  is,  that  the  feparation  and 
expulfion  of  the  placenta  fhould  always  be  left  to  Nature,  for  the  extradlion 
will  be  generally  fatal  from  the  hcsmorrhagy  following  it,  befides  the  firm 
and  extenfive  adhefions  which  it  frequently  forms  with  a  part,  or  the  whole 
of  the  vifceral  contents  (as  happened  in  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Calvert,  where 
it  adhered  univerfally  to  the  abdomen,  and  almoft  every  contained  vifcus), 
would  render  its  removal  totally  imprad;icable  to  the  operator,  and  highly  dan- 
gerous to  the  patient. 

When  it  is  found  neceflary  to  have  recourfe  to  the  operation,  I  fhould 
propofe  it  to  be  performed  after  the  following  manner :  viz.  a  longitudinal 
incifion  fhould  be  made  in  the  direction  of  the  abdominal  tumor,  begin- 
ning fuperiorly  at  the  moft  prominent  part,  and  not  continuing  it  far  until 
the  fituation  of  the  child  be  difcovered;  becaufe,  as  has  occurred  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  the  head  may  immediately  prefent,  and  the  child  be  readily 
extraded  without  a  very  large  incifion.  It  is  hardly  neceflary  to  obferve, 
that  we  would  always  divide  the  lateral  or  the  mufcular,  in  preference  to 
the  middle  or  tendinous  part,  of  the  abdominal  covering.  After  having 
made  a  fufficient  aperture,  the  child  ftiould  be  removed  by  flow  and  cau- 
tious means,  afterwards  dividing  and  tying  the  umbilical  cord  as  in  a 
natural  labour,  and  leaving  the  maternal  part  of  it  hanging  out  of  the  wound, 
which  may  be  daily  pulled  at,  in  a  gentle  manner,  until  the  placenta  fhall  be 
gradually  feparated,  by  which  means  the  external  wound  will  be  prevented 
from  healing  until  the  time  that  the  placenta,  or  every  detached  portion  of 
it,  can  be  removed  *,  and  which  alfo  will  afford  an  opportunity  of  ufing 

emollient 

*  I  have  not  as  yet  experienced  any  mifchief  from  allowing  the  placenta  to  remain  in  uterine  cafes ; 
but  I  have  often  been  a  witnefs  to  much  injury  being  done,  in  precipitating  its  expulfion  by  the  rath 
introdudion  of  the  hand  for  the  purpofe  of  tearing  and  extracting  this  fubftance  from  the  extremely 
tender  and  irritable  interior  furface  of  the  uterus.    It  is  a  ftanding  and  invariable  rule  with  me,  and  a 

wifh 


[   «3  ] 


emollient  and  other  injedlions,  as  relaxants,  and  to  keep  the  cavity  free 
from  putrid  and  other  extraneous  matter. 

Thus,  while  I  have  endeavoured  to  lay  before  you  the  hillory  of  this 
uncommon  cafe,  I  am  not  infenfible  of  the  many  inaccuracies  with  which 
it  in  every  page  abounds,  yet  I  trufl  that  fame  liberal  condudt,  that  fame 
candid  difpoiition,  which  have  always  in  an  eminent  degree  actuated  the 
minds  of  thofe  Gentlemen  who  compofe  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  will 
now  operate  in  framing  an  apology  for  thefe  deficiences,  and  accept  it 
as  a  mark  of  efteem,  and  as  a  recital  of  fads  authenticated  by  many  of  its 
members,  and  others  of  the  firft  profellional  reputation  *. 

wifti  I  exprefled  to  the  mldwlves  employed  in  the  Eastern  Dispensary,  that  they  fhould  ufe  the 
gentleft  efforts  in  delivering  the  after-birth;  if  thefe  did  not  fucceed,  to  leave  its  reparation  to  nature. 
And  in  the  courfe  of  the  five  years  I  have  been  furgeon  to  that  inftitution  there  has  not  been  a  lefs 
number  than  1500  women  delivered,  and  I  can  honeftly  declare,  during  that  period,  neither  in  private 
nor  public  pradlice,  have  I  experienced  any  inconvenience  from  its  retention  ;  although  in  fome  in- 
ftances  it  has  been  retained  two,  three,  or  even  four  days,  before  it  has  entirely  been  expelled. 

*  Doctors  Lettfome,  James  Sims,  Saunders,  Ofborne,  and  Marlhal),  Meflrs.  Hunters  Cruikflianks, 
Blizard,  &c. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  PLATES. 


PLATE  I. 
Reprefenting,  in  nearly  a  fide  view,  the  ap- 
pearances which  prefeiited  upon  firft  open- 
ing the  body  of. the  woman,  with  the  child 
in  fitu. 

A     The  head  of  the  child  above  the  convolutions 

of  the  inteftines. 
B  B  The  hands  of  the  child  placed  aver  its  face. 
C     A  portion  of  the  liver. 
D     The  ftomach. 
E     The  omentum. 

F     The  tumour  fuuated  in  the  broad  ligament 

on  the  left  fide  of  the  womb. 
G     The  urinary  bladder. 
H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  Various  convolutions 

of  the  inteflines. 

PLATE  IL 

Nearly  a  front  view  of  the  body,  fhowing  the 
foetus  removed  from  its  natural  fuuation, 
exhibiting  the  internal  furface  of  the  fac- 
culus  which  contained  it,  &c. 

A  The  right  fide  of  the  foetu?,  with  large  folds 
in  the  back  and  fide,  aiifing  from  prefTuie 
of  the  furrounding  vifcera. 

B  The  back  part  of  the  head,  prcfTed  into  folds 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  back. 

C     The  funis. 

D  The  termination  of  the  funis  in  the  facculus, 
near  the  part  where  it  was,ruptured. 

E  E  The  facculus,  or  placenta,  which  contained 
the  fcetus,  and  was  ruptured  previous  to 
the  body  being  opened. 

F  F  The  blind  pouches  in  the  middle  of  the  fac- 
culus. 

G  The  tumour  in  the  broad  ligament  on  the  left 
fide,  appearing  like  a  contracted  uterus  af- 
ter delivery. 

H     The  urinary  bladder. 

I      Symphyfis  pubis. 

K  K.  K  K  K  K  Various  convolutions  of  the  in- 
teflines. 


L     The  liver.  '  .> 

M    The  fiomach. 
N    The  omentum. 

PLATE  in. 

Shows  (upon  a  larger  fcale)  the  left  fide  of 
the  foetus,  with  a  pofterior  view  of  the  or- 
gans of  generation,  and  other  parts  con- 
cerned, as  they  are  preferved  in  the  Mu- 
feum  of  T.  Pole. 

A     The  child  comprefled  in  numerous  folds. 

B     A  large  depreffion  made  by  the  child's  arm. 

C  A  large  projeiSing  ridge  in  the  fcalp,  occa- 
fioned  by  prefliire. 

D  D  The  funis. 

E     The  fole  of  the  left  foot  turned  outwards. 
F     The  fole  of  the  right  foot  turned  toward  .the 
left. 

G    The  womb  of  its  natural  fize. 

H    The  mouth  of  the  womb  rather  enlarged. 

I     The  right  Fallopian  tube. 

K     The  left  Fallopian  tube. 

L     The  right  ovarium. 

M    The  left  ovarium. 

N    The  right  round  ligament. 

O    The  left  round  ligament. 

P     The  vagina. 

Q_   The  clitoris. 

R  R  Nymphse. 

S      The  orifice  of  the  urethra. 
T    Part  of  the  urinary  bladder. 

V  V  The  large  tumour  in  the  broad  ligament. 

W  W  The  pofterior  furface  of  the  fac,  or  pla- 
centa, giving  off  vafcular  filaments  to  the 
abdominal  vifcera  in  general,  as  a  medium 
of  connedilon  for  the  fupport  of  the  child. 

XXX  Convolutions  of  the  colon,  to  which  the 
fac,  or  placenta,  was  attached,  together 
with  the  mefocolon. 

Y  A  portion  of  the  mefentery,  from  which  the 

inteftines  are  removed,  in  order  to  fhew 
the  pofterior  furface  of  the  facculus. 


